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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to extend certain
expiring provisions of law, and for
other purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker,
on rollcall No. 630 on H.R. 3521, on Motion to
Suspend the Rules and Pass, “the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Major Medical Facility
Lease Authorization Act of 2013, as amend-
ed”, | am not recorded because | was absent
due to the birth of my daughter. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 631 on H.R.
1402, on Motion to Suspend the Rules and
Pass, “VA Expiring Authorities Extension Act
of 2013, as amended”, | am not recorded be-
cause | was absent due to the birth of my
daughter. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea.”

—

POLICIES FOR ENERGY
PRODUCTION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, in October, natural gas
production in the Marcellus shale re-
gion reached 12 billion cubic feet a day.
That is six times the production rate in
2009.

To put this in perspective, the
Marcellus would rank eighth in the
world in gas production if it was classi-
fied as its own country.

This month, the number will be ex-
ceeded yet again. According to the U.S.
Energy Information Administration re-
port released today, production in the
Marcellus shale region is projected to
exceed 13 billion feet per day this
month. This means the Marcellus shale
is expected to provide 18 percent of the
total U.S. natural gas production this
month.

This type of energy production cre-
ates American jobs, spurs economic
growth, lowers energy prices, brings
much-needed tax revenue to local and
State governments, and begins us on a
path to greater economic competitive-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, the Nation must con-
tinue to pursue policies that lower en-
ergy costs for American families and
improve our energy security. If we fol-
low the model built by States like
Pennsylvania, and keep the Federal
Government from over-regulating
these industries, we can achieve these
goals.

———

HONORING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY
AND THE UNIVERSAL DECLARA-
TION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

(Mr. LOWENTHAL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of my newly introduced
resolution, which honors today as the
65th anniversary of Human Rights Day
and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

My resolution will shed much-needed
light on the importance and protection
of human rights in our global society
so we can prevent acts of suppression
against people like Nguyen Tien Trung
of Vietnam, who has been unfairly
jailed for democratic activism.

The Congress and the world must rec-
ognize that those that are denied basic
human rights, such as freedom of
speech, religion, or political expression
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are, therefore, denied an opportunity
to be treated with respect and with dig-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of
my resolution, and I urge all Ameri-
cans to observe the 65th anniversary of
Human Rights Day.

———

HONORING THE LIVES OF STEVE
BURGESS AND JAMES R. BUR-
GESS, JR.

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
of Mr. Steve Burgess from Urbana, I1li-
nois, who passed away on Friday, No-
vember 22 of this year. He was com-
mitted to seeing the postal facility at
302 East Green Street in Champaign, I1-
linois, renamed after his father, James
R. Burgess, Jr.

James Burgess was the first African
American elected to a countywide of-
fice in Champaign County and was ap-
pointed the U.S. Attorney for the East-
ern District of Illinois.

Most importantly, though, Steve
Burgess wanted to honor his father as a
leader of the 761st Tank Battalion, the
first African American armored unit to
enter battle in World War II.

In April, I introduced H.R. 1707 to re-
name this post office after James Bur-
gess. It is devastating to me that Steve
Burgess was not able to fulfill his life’s
effort. I want to see a post office nam-
ing bill through completion, not only
in James Burgess’ honor, but in Steve
Burgess’ and his family’s.

I want to offer my heartfelt thanks
to Steve Burgess and his father for
their lifetime of commitment to the
Champaign-Urbana community.

—————

RESERVOIRS AND CLIMATE
CHANGE

(Mr. HUFFMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, the
weather outside is frightful; and if you
listen to certain conservative media
networks, you hear something not so
delightful. You hear that, because it is
snowing, there must not be climate
change. This is unscientific, it is reduc-
tive; but that is what climate deniers
say this time of year.

Well, Mr. Speaker, winter happens
every year, and the fact that it is
snowing simply means that it is snow-
ing.

Instead of looking at December snow-
flakes, we should be looking at the
science. Since 1970, not that long ago,
winter temperatures have increased an
average of .65 degrees per decade, re-
ducing snowpacks and creating water
shortages across the country.

If you want to look at something im-
mediate, look at California, where we
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